
 

 

Term 3, Week 4, 2nd August, 2017 

AUGUST 

 2-4 Marist East-        

wood Visit 

   2 SB Athletics 

   7 Yr 2 Assembly 

   8 Yr 2 Castra 

9 Footy Cherbourg 

10  FREE DRESS 

 11 Visit to St. Rita’s 

14 EKKA 

SHOW HOLIDAY 

18 Yr 6 Castra 

 Anointing Mass 

18 SB Cricket 

Trials 

21 BOOK WEEK   

  

  

 Principal’s News 

Welcome to Week 4. Last week, Miss Marshall and I pre-
sented our reading data to other schools. The other 
schools in our meeting complimented us on the great    
advances in reading and they were very impressed with 
the many strategies we have implemented to assist every 
child to achieve. Our little Prep’s have found their reading  

skills, with many students reaching an independent reading level in the last 

week. Our Year 1 students are jumping many levels and the Year 2 students 

are all eager to get to the Lexile reading and so they are taking every           

opportunity to engage in reading. It is such an amazing feeling to watch 

them achieve and I delight in watching their faces when they visit my office 

to share their great reading and writing news. 

Canberra 

Last week, I asked Year 4 & 5 students if they would be attending the        
Canberra trip next year. I needed to give approximate numbers, as these 
trips are very popular and have to be booked and secured at least a year in 
advance. If the snow is anything like this year, it will be a great trip. We are 
seeking ways to secure funds to enable us to provide this trip at a              
reasonable cost.  

School Fee Reminder 

Please remember your school fee payments. It is important for the effective 
running of the school to have all accounts up to date. If you are having       
difficulty paying your fees then please make an appointment to see me.     
Letters will be issued over the next few weeks for those who have outstand-
ing payments and we ask that you make arrangements to attend to these. 

Preparation for 2018 

As St Joseph’s begins the preparation for 2018, it is important that we know our class 
numbers. If you know that your family will not be attending St Joseph’s in 2018, would 
you please inform the office staff. If you have a child attending Prep in 2018, please let 
us know as soon as possible. If you know anyone who would like their child to             
commence Prep in 2018, please ask them to contact the school for an enrolment pack 
and appointment time. 



 

 

Principal’s News continued 

Multicultural Week 

Week 1-NAIDOC 
Week 2-Australia-celebrating the unique things about us all. 
Week 3-Indonesian-as this is the language we learn. 
Week 4-South African 
Week 5-Indian 
Week 6-Italian 

God Bless, 

Tracey Gerrard,  Principal 
 

“Never see a need without doing something about it” 

Mary McKillop 

Colour Fun Run  

What a great success the colour run 
was. I thoroughly enjoyed it, as did 
the children. Amazing how many 
laps you can get students to run 
when they are being covered in    
coloured powder. We may have to 
consider using coloured dye for our cross country. I am 
sure there were some very tired legs on Friday night. 

Fete   We would be grateful for donations of prizes for the ‘Wheel’ or ‘Lock and 
Key’ at the fete. 

I am not looking forward to giving up my comfortable bed on Friday night, 
knowing my donation is going to assist homeless people is very rewarding. 
We will not be sleeping outside all night but we will be experiencing what it 
might feel like to sleep on a bench or on the ground with no home com-
forts. We thank those who are attending.  

Have a wonderful fortnight and always remember to ‘pray for each other’.  

South Burnett Athletics 

We wish all our athletes the best of luck in their events 
this week. The important thing is to try your hardest,      
display great sportsmanship and enjoy the experience.   
We are proud of them for making it to this stage and 
they need to be very pleased with their efforts. 



 

 

APRE NEWS 

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal  School Sleepout  

It was so great to see all the smiles and laughter on the faces of the children on Friday afternoon at the Colour 
Fun Run. It was a wonderful way to finish our week. I have had the opportunity to hear some wonderful stories 
coming from our classrooms in regards to reading levels. We continue to see improvements in students learning 
in regards to reading. Keep up the great work. Reading each night for a period of time can make such a differ-
ence.  

Premier’s Reading Challenge  
A reminder we are participating in the Premier’s Reading Challenge. The reading period for this challenge will 
finish on the 25th August. Children in Prep to Year 4 have to experience 20 books, while students in Year 5 and 
6 have to read 15 books. Please write down any books that you have read to your child or any books they have 
read and hand these titles back in to the classroom teacher. Thank you for encouraging reading in your house-
hold. Happy Reading!  

Thank you to everyone for your permission forms to be a part of our Vinnies School Sleepout this Friday. I spoke 
with a representative from St Vincent de Paul last week and she was very excited to hear of our plans.  
A reminder to please send in the money this week. $5 for children in Prep to Year 2 for dinner (5pm-7pm) and 
$10 for students in Years 3 to 6 who will have dinner and then sleepout. Pick up from the school will be at 8am 
on Saturday morning.  

I’m looking forward to sharing this experience with the children and to share the stories of others who are less 
fortunate than ourselves.  



 

 

APRE News continued 

Jess Marshall    Acting Assistant Principal – Religious Education  

Catholic Rituals and Gestures 
 
Genuflection: By bending our right knee to the floor, we are showing respect and reverence to the Blessed 
Sacrament – the hosts that have not been used. When we genuflect we face toward the tabernacle contain-
ing the Blessed Sacrament or the altar. We always genuflect when coming into the church before going into 
our seat and when we leave the church. You may also see the students giving themselves the sign of the 
cross while they genuflect. 

Mary MacKillop Feast Day 
 

Next Tuesday is the feast day of Mary MacKillop. We are lucky to be 

sending four of our wonderful Year 6 students along with some          

students from St Mary’s and other Catholic Schools to join together to 

be part of a choir that will sing at a special mass for Mary MacKillop. 

The girls have been to Brisbane to practice for this event and by all      

reports they had a wonderful time, showed great leadership and      

respect, put Murgon on the map for those in Brisbane and were lucky 

to meet our Executive Director, Pam Betts. We look forward to hearing 

how they go next Tuesday and hope they have a wonderful day and 

thank them for being fantastic representatives of our great school.  

One Year Ago 

One year ago, I was very blessed to be a pilgrim on the BCE World Youth Day pilgrimage in Poland. The              
experience that I had a year ago is still very fresh in my mind today. The rejuvenating time that I had continues 
to inspire me today, ensuring I am making a difference in the lives of others. The theme of World Youth Day was 
based around Mercy. Mercy is the ability to show compassion to others. Please find inspiration from the prayer 
of Saint Faustina for the fortnight ahead.  

“Help me, O Lord,  
…that my eyes may be merciful, so that I will never be suspicious or judge by appearances, but always look for what is 
beautiful in my neighbours’ souls and be of help to them; 
… that my ears may be merciful, so that I will be attentive to my neighbours’ needs, and not indifferent to their pains and 
complaints; 
… that my tongue may be merciful, so that I will never speak badly of others, but have a word of comfort and forgiveness 
for all; 

… that my hands may be merciful and full of good deeds; 
… that my feet may be merciful, so that I will hasten to help my neighbour, despite my own fatigue and weariness; 
… that my heart may be merciful, so that I myself will share in all the sufferings of my neighbour” . 

Upcoming Dates 
4th August – Vinnies School Sleepout 
7th August – Year 2 Prayer Assembly 
8th August – Year 2 visiting Castra 
11th – 13th August – Year 5 and 6 on Country to City Trip with St Rita’s 
14th August – EKKA Show Holiday 
18th August – Year 6 at Anointing Mass at Castra 



 

 

 Happy Birthday to our August Birthday Students 

Prep  Year 1 Year 2 Year 5 Year 6 

Derek Aubrey 13th 
Jakyrah Alberts -
22nd 
Thomas Cook       
Rollings   -  25th 

Chanikka Brown 4th 
George Jnr Michael -
28th 

Jasmine Camp     1st 
Bessie Watcho   
12th 
Vinnie Conlon   -
24th 

Caitlin Barnett  -
3rd 

Joanela Purcell 26th 

Tuckshop News 

PLEASE NOTE  -   Change to the Tuckshop Menu. Hot Dogs will replace 
Mince Rolls on the Menu.  $3.00 Per Hot Dog & 30C Extra for Cheese. 

                                 RSPCA FUNDRAISER    

On the 6th September 2017 there will be an RSPCA Fundraiser Stall.  All proceeds 
from the stall  will be donated to RSPCA.  Our highest price for an item will be $2.50  
Some of the items for sale will be cakes, cookies, cupcakes and more.  There will also be ‘Guess the number 
of jelly beans in the jar’ competition for 50c, or 3 for $1.00.  We hope that we can raise enough money for 
RSPCA to purchase some new equipment. The fundraiser will be held at both break times. We thank the 
people who will donate to this worthy cause.  

Alessa, Lucy, Abigail, Mikayla  & Caitlin  will be running this fundraiser with the help of Mrs Gerrard.  

Week 2    S T U D E N T S   O F   T H E   W E E K       Week 3 

Prep Gemma Lucht Prep Lucas Radici 

Year 1 Sephina-Jo French Year 1 Dante Douglas 

Year 2 Sharnali Diver Year 2 Brooke Purcell 

Year 3 Frank Boney Year 3 William Taylor 

Year 4 At A-flat Year 4 Riley Gleich 

Year 5 Sophia Purcell Year 5 Caitlin Barnett 

Year 6 Joanela Purcell Year 6 David Taylor 



 

 

Classroom Tweets 

At the end of last term Year 2 Stars celebrated reading 

an amazing number of books and all students were        

rewarded with individual Reading Star certificates.  

We are reading the text ‘One Tiny Turtle’ and will write 

an information report. We created 3D turtles and                           

incorporated fraction learning as the turtles were made 

in eighths. 

Our students are enjoying information texts on Sea life 

and Turtles and the students love every quiet minute 

they can get to investigate each book.  

 

Over the last few weeks we have 
been busy improving our understand-
ing of telling the time.  

The Year 3’s had a  wonder-

ful day trip out to Barambah           
Environmental Education Centre last 
week. We experienced first hand 
why different places are significant 
to different people, as well as learn-
ing about the human and natural        
features of the forest compared to 
the centre.  

Students have been engaged in many activities from time puzzles, interac-
tive games and good old fashioned What’s the Time Mr Wolf? ……        
DINNER TIME! 

Experiencing  

Indonesia  



 

 

Classroom Tweets   

We have had a great start to Term 3! Year 5 enjoyed visiting the Ration 

Shed, learning about the local history and demonstrating their art skills paint-
ing boomerangs. We are also enjoying our novel study and learning more about 
the people of Deltora. The Colour Run was a fantastic way to end our week and 
we really enjoyed getting colourful. Year 5 are starting to prepare for camp and 

we are really looking forward to this great opportunity.   

  

We had a great adventure on Year 4 camp, experienc-

ing the wonders of the Barambah Environmental Educa-
tion Centre. I know that we've all taken back some great 
memories and knowledge for our learning, particularly in 
Humanities.  

 



 

 

 

For the next P&F meeting, please come to the administration building on  

Tuesday 15th August, 2017 at 6pm. All very welcome. 

 

 

 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

5.30pm Wednesdays  -  Wondai 

5.30pm Thursdays  -  Murgon                     

9.30am Fridays  - Murgon 

SUNDAY 23RD JULY 

Murgon  8.00am 

Goomeri  10.00am 

SATURDAY 5TH AUGUST 

Proston  9.00am 

Wondai  5.00pm  

Parish Mass Times  Phone Fr. Subin Thomas mcbs, Parish Administrator  Phone 41 681 406 

SATURDAY 12TH AUGUST 

Proston 9.00am 

Murgon 5.00pm 

SUNDAY 13TH AUGUST 

Wondai          8.00am 

Durong         10.30am 

DATE CLAIMER -   

St. Joey’s  

School and Parish Fete   1st SEPTEMBER, 2017 

Stalls, Rides, School Performance, Chook Lotto, Cakes, Novelty,                                                          
Craft and much, much more.  
We would like to hear from you if you can offer any assistance at all. 
‘Many hands make light work’ 

P & F News 

FUN FUN FUN at the Colour FUN RUN 


